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When a state, such as the United States, has stagnating or declining
real wages (wages in inflation-adjusted dollars), a growing gap
between rich and poor, overproduction of young graduates with
advanced degrees, declining public trust, and exploding public debt,
these seemingly disparate social indicators are actually related to
each other dynamically. Historically, such developments have
served as leading indicators of looming political instability. In the
United States, all of these factors started to take an ominous turn in
the 1970s. The data pointed to the years around 2020 when the
confluence of these trends was expected to trigger a spike in
political instability. And here we are.

Turchin, Peter. End Times: Elites, Counter-Elites, and the Path of Political
Disintegration
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